The Honorable Kevin de Leon
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee

California State Assembly 

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Oppose Senate Bill 250 As Proposed to be Amended
Dear Mr. Chair:

The (Insert Club Name)   is writing today to ask you to oppose Senate Bill 250 when it comes before your committee. Senate Bill 250 will unreasonably penalize owners of intact animals by forcing sterilization of an animal if an intact unlicensed animal is impounded (even once!), in conjunction with a variety of other animal control violations that are not related to an animal’s reproductive status.
The California Department of Finance estimates that this bill will cost the state possibly millions of dollars when we don’t even have enough money to properly fund our schools and public safety. It will further place financial burdens on Californians who are already struggling in this tough economy. It may lead to more animals being surrendered rather than encouraging pets to stay in their homes which should be the goal of any animal control legislation. 

We understand that a pending amendment will require sterilization for two leash law violations, however we continue to have concerns about that as those violations may occur years apart and not be a true reflection of a habitually irresponsible owner. (Insert Club Name) represents # dog owners in California (and # nationwide if this is from a parent club) and we believe that SB 250 will unreasonably penalize owners of intact animals. 

(Personalize here – tell about club. When was it founded? How do you encourage responsible breeding practices and responsible animal ownership? What has your club done for the community? Have you bought a vest for a police dog, sponsored a search and rescue dog, worked with therapy dogs? Has your club donated money to rescue efforts, in the community or for natural disasters such as Hurricane Katrina? Does your club do programs in the schools or libraries, or work with civic groups? Tell the good things your club does for the community!!! 


Provide information about your shows in California. How many entries did you 
have? What event site did you rent and for how much? What was your host hotel 
and how many rooms did you fill? Did you rent any additional conference 
rooms? Did you host any dinners in the area – at what restaurants? Detail other 
revenue that came to the community through your event. How would passage of 
SB 250 affect your decision to hold future events in California?


Parent clubs – if you had a specialty in California, please let them know where, 
what the attendance was etc…Also, please send a copy of this letter to the 
Assemblymember(s) who represent the area where the specialty was held. 

Existing state law already requires that owners of intact animals pay a license fee that is at least double that to license a sterilized animal (Food and Agriculture Code Section 30804.5); and provides for enhanced and graduated fines for owners whose intact dogs are impounded (Food and Agriculture Code Section 30804.7). These statutes are sufficient to incentivize owners to sterilize their animals and to address animal control concerns with specific intact animals who are impounded repeatedly.

This legislation will not improve the lives of cats and dogs, will negatively impact responsible owners and breeders, and by placing additional burdens on owners of intact animals, may lead to an increase of animals in shelters. Concentrating animal control efforts on dogs whose behavior demonstrates that they are a problem for the community, regardless of their reproductive status, would be a much better use of taxpayer funds.

We respectfully urge you to support responsible owners and breeders by opposing Senate Bill 250. 

Sincerely,

Club Officer Name and Title 
