The Honorable ( Insert Your Senator’s Name )
Alabama State House, Room ( ____ )
11 S. Union Street
Montgomery, AL 36130
RE: Oppose SB 554 

Dear Senator ____________:

I am an Alabama resident and responsible dog owner and I am writing today to ask you to oppose Senate Bill 554. SB 554 would establish higher fees for intact animals impounded by animal control, and require that on a 3rd offense the animal be spayed or neutered. 

Specifically we have a problem with Section 2 which would provide authority to issue a citation for an unspayed or unneutered dog (or cat) that is the subject of a complaint other than of excessive noise or barking. This section is unnecessarily vague and does not clearly provide animal owners with due process. 
 (Personalize here – tell about yourself as a dog owner, breeder and fancier. How many years have you been involved with dogs? What breeds have you owned or shown? Do you compete in any other activities with your dog – Obedience, Rally, Agility…Have any of your dogs achieved a Championship? Won a prestigious award? 
Please describe the money you spend when traveling to shows. Do you spend money in hotels, for gas, eat out at restaurants? Details the money you spent in the last few years. Let them know where the shows were that you attended and what businesses you impacted. 
Breeders - Details the steps you take when preparing to breed/whelp a litter – applicable health testing, evaluation of breeding stock, training, etc…How much money do you invest in these things? How do you work with puppy purchasers to ensure they will be responsible owners? Do you encourage CGC or obedience training? Do you remain in contact with the new owners?) 
SB 554 unfairly singles out owners of intact animals to disproportionately bear the costs of animal control. Owners of intact animals already pay higher license fees and there is no proof that intact animals require a greater expenditure of animal control funds. The bill will allow higher penalties and possible sterilization to be imposed without appropriate due process. 
I respectfully ask that you support responsible animal owners by opposing SB 554. 
Sincerely,

John Smith

1234 Main Street

Mobile, AL 
